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Does Russia Really 
Consider Us an Ally? 


Months ago Between the Lines in- 
formed you that all was not well under- 
neath the sugar-coated pacts and sweet 
statements coming from Washington 
and London concerning relations with 
Moscow. Now since every newspaper 
and news weekly has at last broken out 
in headlines with information we fur- 
nished our subscribers months ago, we 
want to pass on to you the other de- 
velopments which are gradually rising in 
importance and are still being sup- 
pressed. 

In several issues we reported the bit- 
terness and suspicions in Soviet circles 
over the propaganda front Washington 
and London were throwing up to cam- 
ouflage the lack of decisive action toward 
a Second Front. We are not urging that 
a Second Front be started willy-nilly; 
that is something which must be left to 
our leaders to decide. We are, however, 
concerned with the serious situation re- 
sulting from Second Front talk in which 
all spokesmen for the United Nations, 
whether officially or unofficially, have in- 
dulged. 

In spite of official denials, the tendency 
among many Russians at home and 
abroad has been to interpret the failure 
of England to lead off with American 
help to start a Second Front as a delib- 
erate plan to bleed Soviet power so it 
will count for less at the inevitable treaty 
table and in the post-war world. Now 
mind you, we are not saying this is 
true, we are simply reporting what is 
being felt and said in many circles. 

This opinion is shared by a consider- 
able proportion of the workers’ organiza- 
tions of both England and America and 
makes a very dangerous situation po- 
litically for both the Tory party in con- 
trol in London, and the labor-patronizing 
government officials in Washington. 
Hence every effort has been made to 
suppress such opinions and deny them. 
However, this feeling of the betrayal of 
Russia remains and it will come out un- 
deniably into the open later on. As one 
Soviet official in Washington has been 
known to remark: “The Nazis attacked 
Russia sixteen months ago. The English 
and Americans could have done anything 
they intended to do by this time.” 

To counteract this, London and Wash- 
ington are apparently planning to do two 
things: With great fan-fare, push all 
possible aid to Russia—that is, war goods 
shipments, and probably some planes and 
= to support the Russian fighting 
ines—and at the same time also begin to 
prepare for the eventuality of a switch 
in the Soviet policy. 

In spite of the usual newspaper and 
radio reports, Stalin has never shown any 
inclination to share in the “war aims 
of the democracies” as broadcast by Lon- 
don and Washington. He has made few 
speeches praising his allies. He has made 


(Continued on next page) 


Church of England Backs Reform Policies 


It is becoming evident that a revolutionary movement is slowly gathering power 
within the religious forces of England that is far in advance of any similar trend 
in this country. It is hard to get information of these developments because we 
are up against the imperialistic interests of Great Britain and the dollar imperial- 
ism of America which control the news channels as well as much of the national 
policies and institutional religion in both countries. 

Through various channels information is reaching this country of an economic 
reform policy coming to the foreground of the English church circles that is 
loaded with plenty of political and economic dynamite. The newly elected Arch- 
bishop Temple of the Church of England has long been known as a liberal,— 
although a gentle, soft-spoken liberal, still a decided change from the archaic 
leadership the church has known so long. Even Time and Newsweek articles 
have reported the new Archbishop’s liberalism and have said that he would bring 
a new drift in the English church’s attitudes. 

That is only a small part of the story. Here is the rest of it as best we can 
put the pieces together: The new Archbishop was elected by the permission, at 
least, of the conservative forces within the church who had become alarmed 
over the radical pronouncements of the Malvern Conference. This Conference 
is regarded now as an historically important gathering of religious leaders who 
in a shocking way (to the English conservatives) denounced the whole inperial- 
istic system of Britain, the entire profit economy, and aristocratic snobbery and 
stupidity which altogether, these leaders said, are responsible for the present 
world war. The then Bishop Temple, now Archbishop, was a conspicuous figure 
in that historic conference but, however, one of the more mild figures compared 
to others who were boldly endorsing an out-and-out left-wing platform. When the 
Malvern Conference proceedings were received with joyous acclaim all over Eng- 
land, the Tory conservatives, who are still in the saddle, really got worried. 
When the election of an Archbishop came up, almost in desperation the conserva- 
tives accepted Bishop Temple’s nomination as a hopeful compromise. They’d 
take a chance on muffling and otherwise suppressing a mild gentlemanly liberal, 
rather than run the risk of an outright revolt if they tried to push the election 
of one of the Tory stuffed shirts in a bishop’s gown who would, of course, be 
nearer their heart’s desire. 

Now since the mildly liberal Bishop Temple has become the Archbishop of all 
England, he has not submitted to suppression; he is no longer being mild and 
soft spoken. He is making crackling speeches denouncing the English landlord 
system of exploitation, which is the very foundation of the fortunes of the aris- 
tocracy, he is saying the profit system in its present form must go and if you 
want to known how really hard that hits, let your pastor preach a sermon like 
that in your church and see how some of your neighbor deacons take it! What 
is more, a great throng of younger liberal churchmen are falling in line in ardent 
support of the new Archbishop’s policies and there will be interesting and highly 
important developments to report to you later on. 

In the meantime—what a tragedy to note that a certain narrow strata of the 
American clergy, who make a great to-do about being pro-British and shout down 
any criticism of British imperialism, are in reality far behind the thinking and 
courageous spiritual consciousness of the English clergy! 


Protests Use of Valuable Shipping Space for Whiskey 
Even big business journals admit that the shipping of liquor is a major prob- 


lem. A recent issue of U. S. News, top-flight big business weekly, contained this 
biting comment: “Complaints still reach this country about the way ships are be- 
ing loaded. Latest comes from Panama, where ships dicharged cargoes of whiskey 
and textiles when other supplies, such as food and machinery, are needed more 
urgently.” 


The Army Cooperates With Big Business 


A significant cleavage in official Washington not visible to the average citizen 
is occurring between the New Deal labor policies and the War Department. The 
administration’s pro-labor policy, which has become the outstanding character- 
istic of the New Deal’s bid for continued power, is being badly crippled by the 
War Department’s close cooperation with big business. 

It is well known in official Washington that the War Department is thorough- 
ly under the domination of big business interests through the Army Ordinance 
Association. This institution, little known to the citizen, was set up by law in 
1919 to provide a cooperating mobilization organization linking the Army with 
those industries most closely associated with Army needs in time of war. 

Naturally the industrial representatives who served on this counselling board 
with Army chiefs have been in most instances closely attached to big business 
interests. As a result, when the great war production program began, practically 


(Continued on next page) 
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The Achievements of the Truman Committee 


There is a fight now on in Washington to suppress or stop 
the activities of the Senate Investigation Committee headed by 
Senator Truman. When you look over something of what this 
committee has been doing the past months, much of which we 
have already reported, you can easily guess what forces are try- 
ing to stop its activities: 

1. The tremendous waste ($100,000,000 worth) in the con- 
struction of Army camps was exposed. 

A recommendation for the appointment of a rubber ad- 
ministrator was made months before the President took that 
step. 

3 A report on the failures of the Office of Production Man- 
agement resulted in the overhauling of our war production ad- 
ministration. 

4. The steel shortage was investigated and the blame placed 
on the dollar-a-year corporation executives who had assured the 
President that steel plant expansion was unnecessary. 


Religion Still Hitler’s Foe in Europe 


Various sources report the following significant developments 
in the European religious scene: Although Hitler has sought 
the favor of the Orthodox Church and would like to make its 
national branches throughout eastern Europe a United Church 
which would have Nazi endorsement and protection, he has ap- 
parently met with non-cooperation to the point where he has had 
to openly execute four prominent clergymen, representatives of 
the Orthodox Church. 

The uncompromising attitude of religious leaders toward Hit- 
lerism has led to many such executions. Numerous priests taken 
as hostages have been shot in the retribution executions that 
followed the death of Reinhard Heydrich. A Czech clergyman 
was executed recently for the crime of having aided the families 
of imprisoned or executed hostages. Four churchmen were ac- 
cused of having given shelter to enemy parachutists and were 
killed. An elderly Protestant pastor and his wife were shot for 
giving aid to “persons involved in activity hostile to Germany.” 

Hitler thus testifies to the power and leadership of religion in 
the resistance of conquered peoples to the Nazi New Order and 
while the churches maintain the flame of hope and courage, Hit- 
ler’s self-appointed task of enslaving Europe will meet with con- 
tinued failure. 


Small Business Increasingly in Danger 


The drying up of small retail business and the widespread 
closing of individual shops and stores as forecast in this infor- 
mation service months ago, is now beginning. Approximately 
1,400,000 retail workers will be facing the crisis of fitting them- 
selves into the all-out war pattern by finding new jobs at war 
work in the coming weeks according to reports of government 
economists. The Senate Committee examining this situation re- 
cently said that 300,000 retail stores may be expected to be liqui- 
dated by another year. 

“The average small retailer can’t realize what lies ahead since 
most of them have fairly satisfactory supplies on hand; but re- 
placement difficulties will be constantly greater from now on 
out,” said Walter F. Crowder, of the Commerce Department. 
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Thus we are definitely entering that dangerous evolution of a 
war era where the strong get stronger and the weak, weaker... 
for of course the big merchandizing concerns will be able to 
continue because of their usefulness to the government in the 
— distribution of such civilian goods as remains avail- 
able. 








STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, CIRCU- 
LATION, ETC., REQUIRED BY THE ACTS OF CONGRESS 
OF AUGUST 24, 1912, AND MARCH 3, 1933. 

_Of Between the Lines, published every two weeks at New York, 

N. Y., for October 1, 1942. 


State of Michigan l.. 
County of Ingham j*5* 


Before me, a notary public in and for the State and county 
afvresaid, personally appeared Charles A. Wells, who, having been 
duly sworn according to law, deposes and says that he is the 
editor, publisher and owner of the Between the Lines, and that 
the following is, to the best of his knowledge and belief, a true 
statement of the ownership, management (and if a daily paper, 
the circulation), ete., of the aforesaid publication for the date 
shown in the above caption, required by the Act of August 24, 
1912, as amended by the Act of March 3, 1935, embodied in section 
037, Postal Laws and Regulations, printed on the reverse of this 
form, to wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of the publisher, editor, man- 
aging editor, and business managers are: 

Publisher, Charles A. Wells, 152 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Editor, Charles A. Wells, 152 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Managing Editor, None. 

Business Manager, None. 

2. ‘That the owner is: (If owned by a corporation, its name and 
address must be stated and also immediately thereunder the names 
and addresses of stockholders owning or holding one per cent or 
more of total amount of stock. If not owned by a corporation, 
the names and addresses of the individual owners must be given. 
If owned by a firm, company, or other unincorporated concern, its 
name and address, as well as those of each individual member, 
must be given.) 

Charles A. Wells, 152 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security 
holders owning or holding 1 per cent or more of total amount of 
bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: (If there are none, so 
State.) None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving the names of 
the owners, stockholders, and security holders, if any, contain not 
only the list of stockholders and security holders as they appear 
upon the books of the company but also, in cases where the stock- 
holder or security holder appears upon the books of the company 
as trustee or in any other fiduciary relation, the name of the per- 
son or corporation for whom such trustee is acting, is given: also 
that the said two paragraphs contain statements embracing affi- 
ant’s full knowledge and belief as to the circumstances and condi- 
tions under which stockholders and security holders who do not 
appear upon the books of the company as trustees, hold stock and 
securities in a capacity other than that of a bona fide owner; and 
this affiant has no reason to believe that any other person, asso- 
ciation, or corporation has any interest direct or indirect in the 
said stock, bonds, or other securities than as so stated by him. 


CHARLES A. WELLS, Editor, Publisher. 
- oo to and subscribed before me this 30th day of September, 
U42. 


(Notary Seal) 
EDWARD P. MINICH, 
Notary Public, Ingham County, Michigan. 
My commission expires November 19, 1944. 














